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Recognize talents in 

different fields and 

produce seeds for 

potential collaboration 

between Aramco and 

KAUST

Foster a collaborative and 

inclusive innovation eco-

system across the Aramco

Research Center and 

KAUST research groups

Establish platform, where 

real industrial 

challenges can be 

explored by scientists, 

and solutions are 

accelerated from labs to 

the field application.

Hackathon Goals 

Duration: Ten days

Dates: January 13 -22, 2026 

Venue: Winter enrichment program 

(WEP) at KAUST

Encouraging innovation

and creativity in the 

development of new 

ideas and product that 

have economical and 

sustainability impact.
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Reflection on Previous Hackathons:

Who participated?

26

44

84

16

29

25

2024 2025 THIS YEAR

HACKATHON PARTICIPANTS

MS PhD

109

73

42

44%

PSE

44%

CEMSE

12%

BESE

PARTICIPANTS BY DEPARTMENT
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Reflection on Previous Hackathons:

Judging Committee
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First Session 
Hackathon Introduction

Second Session 
Progress Presentation 

Last Session 
Posters and Winners 

Announcement

Reflection on Previous Hackathons:

Sessions
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Who can participate? Team Size and Compositions

Two to five 

Members

Programmers

Engineers Designers

ResearchersMasters 

Internships

PhDs

Regional university's students
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Connection with a professional network of subject matter experts in the oil and gas industry and 
access to real field challenges that can foster a potential collaboration.

Opportunity for summer internship and potential collaborative research projects.

Received a certificate of completion for participation.

Recognition and Award for the winning teams 

Benefits of Participation 
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What is the Judging Criteria?

Aligned with hackathon 

themes
10%

Clear poster; motivational 

and engaging style clear 

vocals and proper tones

10%

Proposed solution that is 

unique and novel

30%

Working prototype, practicality, 

sign of traction or early 

validation.
25%

Competitive advantages 

with other existing 

solutions in the market.
25%
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Aramco Digital Hackathon Timeframe

January 19 -21

08:00 – 16:00 

Participants work on the 

challenges with their team 

(consult with SMEs as 

needed) 

January 13 

09:00 – 11:00 

Hackathon Introduction and 

Team Formation  

January 14 – 17

08:00 – 16:00 

Participants work on the 

challenges with their team 

(consult with SMEs as 

needed) 

January 18

09:00 – 11:00 

Progress presentation 

(15 mins per team)

January 22

13:00 – 15:00 

Final Hackathon Ceremony 

Posters presentation

Winners announceBldg. 19 Bldg. 19
Bldg. 19
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Two Winners
Advanced Sensing
IoT and Robotics 

Challenge 

Two Winners
AI & Advanced 

Computing Challenge

Two Winners 
Advanced Materials 

Challenge 

Final Ceremony 
Poster sessions to be evaluated by judgers  

Winners Award

❑ Certificate of Appreciation

❑ Exclusive Trophy 

❑ 1st place winners will get 

an Apple iPad each

❑ 2nd place winners will get 

an Apple watch each

12



Saudi Aramco: Public

Themes

Advance Sensing

IoT and robotics 

Advanced 

Materials

Theme ThreeTheme Two

AI and Advanced 

Computing
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Theme One
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Thank you

The 3rd Saudi Aramco 
Digital Hackathon
WEP 2026


